‘Through Christ we live, love and learn in our caring community.’
Autumn Term 23rd October 2020
Dear Parents, Carers and Parishioners,
We break up today Friday 23rd October for our half term holidays and return to school on Monday 2nd
November 2020.
Once again thank you for your continued support and commitment with ensuring the family of St John
Fisher School stay safe during these difficult times. As you are aware, Coventry is moving to Tier 2, from
midnight tonight and this may change your plans over half term. It is very important that during this
holiday, you continue to inform school of positive test results and when your child has been required to
isolate, as this may impact upon other children and staff here at school. To do this during the half term
holiday please email corona.sjf@romeromac.com
Please note that all adults must wear a face covering when dropping off and picking up children.
Members of our Local Academy Committee visited
school this week to work with our RE Lead, Mrs Finn.
They were very impressed with the quality of the
children’s work and their behaviour in school.
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A big thank you to our Nursery parents and children for all of
your donations for the food bank.
Nursery news has been sent to all nursery parents via Arbor
and is available at the School Office.

Reception – Wedded Bliss!!
This week in Reception we have been learning all about weddings! Thank you to all of the families who
have sent in wedding photos for the children to share and discuss. We came into school on Thursday in our
own clothes and dressed as if we were going to a wedding! After learning all about weddings, we took part
in a year group wedding role-play in the hall! We then enjoyed a wedding reception party in our
classrooms, with cake and dancing! We had lots of fun!
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Remote Learning
Children in KS2 are using Microsoft Teams as their remote learning platform. In years 3, 4 and 5 children
will be having homework set on teams, as well as using online platforms such as reading eggs and edshed.
In year 6 many lessons are also being taught through teams and if children are away from school having to
self isolate then they can still log in and access a lot of the work. All children should now know their logins
and be comfortable with using these platforms. The office also have a copy of all passwords should you
need to help them.
The greater use of technology brings real benefits but is a huge learning curve for many of us. If you would
like to know more Tablet Academy are running a free online course that you can take at any time.

This course is intended for parents of children who will be using Office 365 for communication and
collaboration with their peers and teachers. The main focus of this course is to introduce parents to
Microsoft Teams and to have a broad understanding of how they can support their children.
You will be introduced to:




Accessing the Office portal
Navigating with Teams
Class Teams

If you would like to take this course, please enrol here: https://learn.tabletacademy.com/courses/microsoft-teams-for-parents/
We will be taking part in the Times Table Rockstars challenge week from 9th
November until 14th November 2020. Please encourage your child to practise their times tables using tt
rockstars at any time but especially during this week. Only answers given between the hours of 07:30 GMT
to 19:30 GMT each day within the Competition Period will count towards the competition.
Primary Admissions for Reception September 2021 - Rising Fives
If you have a child whose birthday falls between 01.09.2016 and 31.08.2017 you need to apply now for a
primary school place for your child in September 2021. Apply online at www.coventry.gov.uk/admissions.
Closing date for applications is 15th January 2021. Please note the Admissions Policy and how the places
are allocated. Priority is given to baptised Catholics as we are a Catholic school.
Whole School Photographs will take place on 17th November. Please ensure that your child is in full winter
uniform.
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School Catering Survey
Please complete the catering survey to help us improve our school meals provision.
Catering Customer Satisfaction Survey

Secondary School Applications
With the current situation minimising children's ability to view Secondary schools for themselves, we
have been working with Cardinal Wiseman to still try and make the school accessible to those who want
to view it. And who better to give us the inside scoop than some of our former pupils. Please follow the
link below: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2lx2wRChflk

Please remember the last date to apply for a Secondary school place is 31st October 2020. Contact:
Admissions and Benefits Team: www.coventry.gov.uk/schooladmissions or call 02476975445.
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Stars of the Week
Nursery
Mrs Mobbs

Year 3
Daniel
Ahmad

Miss Stephens
Mrs Smith & Mrs Taylor

Reception

Year 4

Mrs Mills & Mrs Smith

Shona
Jacob

Miss Mullen

Reid
Lyla-Jorge

Year 1

Lexie
Riley H
Courtnie
Lilly-Mae

Miss Watson

Jordan
Annie

Miss Jarvis

Riddhayan
Jessica

Year 5

Miss Malik

Whole class

Mrs Finn & Mrs Bishton

Emily
Lenais

Miss Burton

Whole class

Mrs Davies

Ann Mary
Teddy

Year 2

Year 6

Miss Cunningham

Maria
Falito

Mrs Pelchat

Mrs Corry

Mia
Aidan

Mrs Edge & Mrs Bower

Icy
Emmi
Gracie
Liam

Have a lovely half term holiday and we will see you back bright and early on Monday 2nd November.
M

Mrs D Williams

P

Principal
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Q&A – Tier 2 Covid-19
Q. What are the different tiers?
The government has announced that in England, areas deemed to require additional precautionary
measures against the spread of coronavirus will be placed in one of three tiers of restrictions.
These go from tier 1, where the risk of coronavirus spread is described as medium, to tier 3, where the
risk is described as very high.
These local restrictions are on top of the general advice and guidance given in England on how to
protect yourself against contracting the virus – frequent washing of hands, face coverings on public
transport and within enclosed spaces, and social distancing by staying at least 2 metres apart (or 1
metre with a face covering or other precautions).
Coventry has been placed in Tier 2
Q. What are the additional COVID-19 restrictions for Tier 2?
A. For areas in tier 2, the additional COVID restrictions mean:
People are prohibited from socialising with anybody outside their household or support bubble in any
indoor setting.
Tradespeople can continue to go into a household for work.
The rule of six continues to apply for socialising outdoors, for instance in a garden or public space like a
park or beach.
Businesses and venues can continue to operate, but pubs and restaurants must ensure that customers
consume food and drink only while seated, and close between 10pm and 5am.
Takeaway food can continue to be sold after 10pm if ordered online or by phone.
Schools and universities remain open.
Places of worship remain open, but people may not mingle in groups of more than six.
Weddings and funerals can go ahead with restrictions on the numbers attending (15 and 30
respectively).
Exercise classes and organised sport can continue to take place outdoors but will only be permitted
indoors if it is possible for people to avoid mixing with those they do not live with (or share a support
bubble with), or for youth or disability sport.
Travel is permitted to amenities that are open, for work or to access education, but people are advised
to reduce the number of journeys where possible.
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View are at a glance guide here:
Q. What is a support bubble?
A. A support bubble is a close support network between a household with only one adult in the home
(known as a single-adult household) and one other household of any size.
Once you’re in a support bubble, you can think of yourself as being in one household with people from
the other household. It means you can have close contact with that household as if they were
members of your own household. Once you make a support bubble, you should not change who is in
your bubble.
Q. What is the rule of 6?
A. The rule of 6 applies to meeting others outside your household in a group of no more than six
individuals. As of Wednesday 14th October, this only applies to outdoor settings.
Q. Are hospitality venues, i.e. pubs and restaurants, still open?
A. Yes, hospitality venues remain open with a 10pm closing time and table service only. However,
additional Tier 2 restrictions means you can only go to them with members of your household or
support bubble indoors. Outdoors, the rile of six applies.
Q. Can I visit a friend/relative in a care home?
A. Essential and compassionate visiting, either for health reasons or end of life care, can continue as
long as appropriate infection prevention measures are in place. However, non-essential visiting – both
indoor and outdoor – can no longer take place due to the additional restrictions.
Q. Are leisure centres and gyms open?
A. Yes, these remain open but please ensure you adhere to strict social distancing measures. Exercise
classes and organised sport can continue to take place outdoors and indoors, as long as people are
able to avoid mixing with other households.
Q. Why can I go to the workplace, school or hospitality venues, but I can’t visit other households?
A. Tier 2 restrictions mean that you can only meet others outside your household or support bubble in
an outdoor setting. We understand that it can be frustrating to be able to go to these certain places
but not visit your family and friends within their household. However, the reason that these
restrictions have come in place is that the data shows that the infection rate has risen mainly due to
social interactions, particularly in private household gatherings.
Q. Can I still meet other households in outdoor public spaces e.g. local parks?
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A. Yes, these rules only apply to the home and garden. However, you must still follow the national
guidelines and the rule of six.
Q. Can I go to meet a friend or relative in their home in an area not subject to these restrictions?
A. No – and they cannot come to your home either. Separate households cannot mix either at home,
or in other indoor settings.
Q. Do these tier two rules follow me if I travel outside my area?
A. It depends where you go. If you live in Coventry, you must abide by the tier two restrictions when
you go to places within either a tier one or a tier two area But if you are visiting a tier three area, you
must follow the tier three restrictions. If you are from a tier one area and are visiting Coventry, you
must abide by the tier two rules in place in Coventry.
Q. Can I move home?
A. Yes, you can still move home if you’re in a high alert level area. Estate and letting agents and
removals firms can continue to work and people looking to move home can continue to undertake
viewings.
Q. Are places of worship still open?
A. Yes, but they should adhere to social distancing measures and you can only visit with people in your
household/support bubble.
Q. Can I still travel to work or school?
A. Yes, but workplaces and schools must ensure they are implementing measures to make themselves
Covid-secure.
Q. Can I travel to University?
A. Yes, Students living at their university term time address in a high alert level area should follow the
same guidance on meeting other people and travel as others in that area. Commuter students (those
who live at a family home and travel to/from university each day) should be able to continue to travel
to/from their university as required, this being for education purposes.
Q. Can I have someone in my house (or go into someone’s house) to do repairs or other work?
A. You can go to other people’s homes for work purposes as long as you follow national guidance on
how to work safely there. This includes limiting contact with customers, explaining your safety
measures to them, making sure your staff are properly trained and understand what they need to do
and avoiding crowded areas. Check before you go if anyone in your customers’ house has symptoms.
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Q. Can I go to a wedding or a funeral?
A. Funerals must only take place in COVID-secure venues or in public outdoor spaces with up to 30
people in attendance. Wakes or linked ceremonial events (such as stone-settings) before or after the
funeral are limited to 15 people and must not take place in private homes. Where food or drink is
consumed, this should be in the form of a sit-down meal.
Wedding and civil partnership ceremonies and receptions must only take place in COVID-secure
venues or in public outdoor spaces unless in exceptional circumstances. Weddings, civil partnership
ceremonies and wedding receptions are restricted to 15 people. Receptions should be sit down meals
to ensure people can keep their distance from each other, and mustn’t take place in private dwellings.
People living outside of a high alert level area can travel to this area to attend an event, but they must
not meet with another household indoors.
Q. Is shielding being reintroduced?
A. No. Individuals who were previously told to shield should continue to observe strict social distancing
measures with anyone outside of your household or support bubble. They should follow the same
guidance as the rest of the city. These new restrictions only apply to the mixing of households in
private homes and gardens. For further information please visit: Guidance on shielding and protecting
people who are clinically extremely vulnerable from COVID-19.
Q. What do I do if I see people breaking the rules?
A. If you encounter individuals breaching the restrictions, you can fill out a reporting breach of
restrictions form with West Midlands Police.
Q. How long can we expect these restrictions to go on for?
A. These restrictions will go on for as long as is needed to bring down the coronavirus rates of
infection. They will be reviewed regularly with Government.
Q. Family members/friends provide essential childcare which enables me to go to work and without their
support I have a huge problem. How am I meant to cope if my children cannot go to their house and
they cannot come to mine?
The Government has announced that grandparents, extended family members and others who
provide either formal or informal care for children aged up to 14 or vulnerable adults are exempt from
local lockdown measures where it is necessary for caring purposes. See the full guidance for more
information.
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Q. Am I allowed to go on holiday?
Yes, you can still go on holiday outside of high alert level areas, but you must only do this with people
in your household or support bubble. Please check the area you are visiting for local restrictions. If you
are travelling abroad, please check with your booking agent and also for any associated quarantine
conditions on your return.
Q. Can I travel?
You may continue to travel to venues or amenities which are open, for work, voluntary, charitable or
youth services, or to access education, within a high alert level area, but you should and aim to reduce
the number of journeys you make where possible. If you need to travel we encourage you to walk or
cycle where possible, or to plan ahead and avoid busy times and routes on public transport. This will
allow you to practise social distancing while you travel.
It is difficult to socially distance during car journeys and transmission of coronavirus can occur in this
context. So, you should avoid travelling with someone from outside your household or your support
bubble unless you can practise social distancing. You should also avoid travelling to any part of the
country subject to very high local COVID alert levels.
Q. Can I meet with a household from another flat inside the property where I live?
A. No. The Government's definition of a household is one person living alone, or a group of people (not
necessarily related) living at the same address who share cooking facilities and share a living room,
sitting room or dining area. Therefore, people who live in different self-contained flats cannot meet
with each other.
Q. Will I be fined if I am caught having a meeting in a group that is illegal?
A. Yes. Meeting in larger groups is against the law, although there are certain exceptions. The police
can take action against you if you meet in larger groups, which includes breaking up illegal gatherings
and issuing fixed penalty notice fines.
You can be fined £200 for the first offence, doubling for further offences up to a maximum of £6,400.
If you hold, or are involved in holding, an illegal gathering of over 30 people, the police can issue fines
of £10,000.
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